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Volunteer pulls rake full 
of SSW from Cayuga 
Lake, fall 2017, 
Photo: Lisa B. Cleckner
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Canandaigua Lake, NY 2017, Photo credit: Kim McGarry, Canandaigua Lake Watershed Council

• Macroalgae from Eurasia

• Mistaken for a vascular plant

• Invades lakes, ponds, and slow-moving 
water bodies 

• Grows to 30m, most often 1-4m

• Spreads through stem fragments or bulbils

• IMPACTS: impedes recreation, inhibit fish 
spawning, reduces native aquatic 
vegetation

SSW factsheet available on NYSDEC website





• SSW present in NY since 1970s 

• Many lakes have significant 
populations and report ‘pillows’ 
that grow out of the water (NY-
Tully, Moraine, Canandaigua, 
Keuka Outlet)

• Difficult to mechanically control 
when population is high

• Limited successful chemical use 

• Many uncertainties regarding 
growth and distribution across 
GLB

Photo credit: Kim McGarry, Canandaigua Lake 

Watershed Council



Many gaps in 

knowledge for 

effective SSW 

response



Chemical options available but lack of 
research and data on long-term efficacy





Collate existing information 

-prevention strategies and control methods

Increase collaboration among 

-experts, 

-professionals, 

-stakeholders, and the 

-community-at-large  

Increasing the capacity of professionals and 
citizens 

-provide outreach to user-groups that are 
at-risk for spreading this highly invasive species







Filling in the gaps between 

research, control methodology, and 

effective outreach with the public




